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oracle database 12c pl sgl programming has become an essential skill for database developers
and administrators working with Oracle environments. As one of the most robust and widely used
relational database management systems, Oracle Database 12c introduces numerous features that
enhance the efficiency, security, and scalability of database operations. PL/SQL (Procedural
Language/Structured Query Language) is Oracle?s proprietary extension to SQL, enabling
developers to write complex, procedural code that runs inside the database server. Mastering
PL/SQL programming in Oracle Database 12c empowers professionals to develop
high-performance applications, automate tasks, and implement business logic directly within the
database.

Understanding Oracle Database 12c and PL/SQL
What is Oracle Database 12c?

Oracle Database 12c, released in 2013, represents a significant evolution in Oracle's database
technology. The 'c' in 12c stands for "Cloud," reflecting its focus on cloud computing capabilities.
Key features include:

- Multitenant Architecture: Allows a single container database (CDB) to hold multiple pluggable
databases (PDBs), simplifying database consolidation and management.

- Enhanced Performance and Scalability: Features like in-memory column store, improved
indexing, and partitioning.

- Advanced Security: Data encryption, data masking, and improved auditing.

- Automation and Management: Better automation tools and management interfaces, reducing
administrative overhead.

What is PL/SQL?

PL/SQL is Oracle's procedural extension to SQL, combining the power of SQL with procedural
constructs like loops, conditions, and exception handling. It enables developers to write complex
scripts, stored procedures, functions, triggers, and packages that execute efficiently within the
Oracle database.

Benefits of PL/SQL include:
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- Performance: Executing code on the server reduces network traffic.
- Modularity: Code can be encapsulated within procedures and functions.
- Reusability: Packages promote code reuse.
- Security: Access control and data integrity are enforced through stored procedures and triggers.
Core Concepts of PL/SQL Programming in Oracle 12c
PL/SQL Blocks
A PL/SQL program is structured as blocks:
“sql
DECLARE
-- Variable declarations
BEGIN
-- Executable statements
EXCEPTION

-- Exception handling

END;

- Declarative Section: Declares variables, constants, cursors, etc.
- Executable Section: Contains the statements to execute.
- Exception Section: Handles runtime errors gracefully.

Variables and Data Types

Oracle 12c supports various data types, including:

- Scalar types (NUMBER, VARCHARZ2, DATE, etc.)
- Composite types (records, collections)
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- Reference types (REF cursors)
Proper declaration of variables is crucial for efficient processing.
Control Structures
PL/SQL provides control structures like:
- IF-THEN-ELSE
- CASE
- LOOP, WHILE, FOR loops
- GOTO statements (use sparingly)
These structures facilitate complex logic implementation.

Cursors

Cursors enable row-by-row processing of SQL query results:

- Implicit cursors: Automatically created during SQL statements.

- Explicit cursors: Defined explicitly for complex processing.
Exception Handling
Robust error handling enhances application stability:
gl
EXCEPTION
WHEN NO_DATA_FOUND THEN
-- Handle no data scenario
WHEN OTHERS THEN

-- Handle other exceptions

Vol. 2023, Issue 1
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Advanced Features of Oracle 12¢ PL/SQL
Pipelined Table Functions

Pipelined functions allow returning rows as they are produced, improving performance for large data
processing:

“\Sql

CREATE OR REPLACE FUNCTION my_pipeline RETURN SYS.ODCIVARCHARZ2LIST PIPELINED
AS

BEGIN
-- Function logic
PIPE ROW (‘Sample data");

END;

Autonomous Transactions

Enable executing transactions independently of the calling transaction, useful for logging or auditing:

\“Sql

PRAGMA AUTONOMOUS_TRANSACTION;

Secure Application Development
Oracle 12c introduces features like:
- Data redaction

- Transparent Data Encryption (TDE)
- Fine-grained auditing
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These enhance the security of PL/SQL applications.

Developing PL/SQL Programs in Oracle 12¢

Creating Stored Procedures and Functions

Stored procedures perform actions, while functions return values:
Tsql

CREATE OR REPLACE PROCEDURE update_salary(p_employee_id NUMBER, p_increment
NUMBER) AS

BEGIN
UPDATE employees SET salary = salary + p_increment WHERE employee_id = p_employee _id;
COMMIT;

END;

sl

CREATE OR REPLACE FUNCTION get_employee_name(p_employee_id NUMBER) RETURN
VARCHAR2 AS

v_name VARCHAR2(100);

BEGIN

SELECT name INTO v_name FROM employees WHERE employee_id = p_employee _id;
RETURN v_name,

END;

Using Packages
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Packages group related procedures, functions, variables, and cursors:

sl

CREATE OR REPLACE PACKAGE employee pkg AS

PROCEDURE raise_salary(p_employee_id NUMBER, p_percent NUMBER);

FUNCTION get_employee_department(p_employee_id NUMBER) RETURN VARCHARZ,;

END employee_pkg;

“sql
CREATE OR REPLACE PACKAGE BODY employee pkg AS

PROCEDURE raise_salary(p_employee _id NUMBER, p_percent NUMBER) AS

BEGIN

UPDATE employees

SET salary = salary + (salary p_percent / 100)

WHERE employee_id = p_employee_id;

END;

FUNCTION get_employee_department(p_employee_id NUMBER) RETURN VARCHAR2 AS
v_department VARCHAR2(50);

BEGIN

SELECT department INTO v_department FROM employees WHERE employee_id =
p_employee id;

RETURN v_department;
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END;

END employee_pkg;

Triggers

Triggers automate actions based on database events:
“sql

CREATE OR REPLACE TRIGGER trg_before_insert
BEFORE INSERT ON employees

FOR EACH ROW

BEGIN

-- Automatically set creation date

:NEW.creation_date := SYSDATE;

END;

Best Practices for PL/SQL Programming in Oracle 12c

- Modularize code: Use packages to organize related procedures and functions.

- Optimize SQL statements: Avoid unnecessary queries inside loops.

- Handle exceptions carefully: Provide meaningful error messages and log errors.
- Use bind variables: To improve performance and prevent SQL injection.

- Test thoroughly: Cover all possible scenarios, including edge cases.

Tools and Resources for Oracle 12c PL/SQL Development

Oracle SQL Developer
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A free integrated development environment (IDE) for developing PL/SQL code, managing database
objects, and debugging.

Oracle Application Express (APEX)
A low-code development platform for building web applications with PL/SQL backend logic.

Documentation and Community

- Oracle's official documentation provides comprehensive guides.
- Forums like Oracle Community and Stack Overflow are valuable for troubleshooting.

Future Trends in PL/SQL and Oracle 12c

- Integration with Cloud: Oracle Cloud services are increasingly integrating PL/SQL applications.
- Enhanced Security Features: Continued emphasis on data protection.

- Big Data and Analytics: Combining PL/SQL with big data tools for advanced analytics.

- Automation and Al: Incorporating automation in database management and development.

Conclusion

Mastering Oracle Database 12c PL/SQL programming is vital for leveraging the full potential of
Oracle?s powerful database platform. With its rich feature set, including advanced security,
multitenant architecture, and procedural capabilities, PL/SQL allows developers to create efficient,
secure, and scalable database applications. Whether developing stored procedures, functions,
packages, or triggers, understanding the core concepts and best practices ensures robust and
maintainable code. As Oracle continues to evolve with new features and cloud integrations, staying
updated with PL/SQL programming techniques remains essential for database professionals aiming
to optimize performance and ensure data integrity in their organizations.

Oracle Database 12c PL/SQL Programming: An Expert Overview

In the realm of enterprise data management, Oracle Database 12c stands as a monumental
platform that has transformed how organizations handle their data infrastructure. Central to this
transformation is PL/SQL?Oracle's proprietary procedural extension to SQL? which empowers
developers and database administrators to craft sophisticated, efficient, and secure database
applications. This article delves into the nuances of PL/SQL programming in Oracle Database 12c,
exploring its features, best practices, and the strategic advantages it offers.
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Introduction to Oracle Database 12¢c and PL/SQL

Oracle Database 12c, released in 2013, marked a significant step forward in database technology,
introducing features that support cloud computing, multitenant architecture, and enhanced
performance. Its PL/SQL language forms the backbone for writing complex stored procedures,
functions, triggers, and packages that facilitate business logic encapsulation directly within the
database environment.

PL/SQL (Procedural Language/Structured Query Language) is an extension of SQL that combines
data manipulation capabilities with procedural constructs. This integration allows developers to
embed logic within SQL statements, optimize performance, and enforce data integrity, all while
maintaining a high level of security.

Core Features of PL/SQL in Oracle 12c

Oracle 12c enhances PL/SQL with several features that streamline development and improve
performance:

- Blocks and Modular Programming: PL/SQL programs are structured into blocks?namely
anonymous blocks, procedures, functions, packages, and triggers?facilitating modular, reusable
code.

- Exception Handling: Robust mechanisms for managing runtime errors, ensuring data
consistency and application stability.

- Cursors and Bulk Processing: Support for explicit and implicit cursors, along with bulk
operations like 'TFORALL and BULK COLLECT, significantly improve performance with large data
sets.

- Advanced Data Types: Support for collections (nested tables, varrays, associative arrays),
enabling complex data manipulations within PL/SQL blocks.

- Security Features: Fine-grained access control, definer and invoker rights, and encryption
support bolster database security.
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- Integration with Oracle Features: Seamless interaction with features like partitioning,
multitenancy, and in-memory processing.

PL/SQL Programming in Oracle 12c: Key Components and Best
Practices

1. Structured Blocks and Modular Code
At the heart of PL/SQL programming are blocks?the fundamental units of code that encapsulate

logic. A typical block consists of:

- Declaration Section: Declares variables, cursors, types, and subprograms.
- Executable Section: Contains SQL statements and procedural code.
- Exception Handling Section: Manages runtime errors gracefully.
Best Practices:
- Use packages to group related procedures and functions, promoting code reuse.
- Keep blocks concise; modularize complex logic into subprograms.

- Comment liberally to improve maintainability.

2. Using Cursors Effectively

Cursors are essential for row-by-row processing, especially when dealing with multi-record
operations.

Explicit cursors provide control over the context area, enabling complex data manipulations.
Implicit cursors are automatically managed by PL/SQL for single SQL statements.
Bulk Processing:

- 'BULK COLLECT: Fetch multiple rows into collections to reduce context switches.

- 'TFORALL: Perform bulk DML operations for improved performance.

Best Practices:
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- Use bulk processing for large data operations.
- Always close explicit cursors when done.
- Avoid row-by-row processing unless necessary.
3. Exception Handling and Debugging
Robust exception handling ensures that errors do not compromise data integrity.
Common Exception Types:
- Predefined exceptions like 'NO_DATA_FOUND", "”ZERO_DIVIDE".
- User-defined exceptions for specific error conditions.
Best Practices:
- Handle exceptions explicitly.
- Log errors for troubleshooting.
- Use 'DBMS_OUTPUT.PUT_LINE" during development for debugging.
4. Working with Collections and Data Types
Collections enable complex data manipulations within PL/SQL.
Types of Collections:
- Associative Arrays: Key-value pairs, flexible for in-memory operations.
- Nested Tables: Can be stored in database tables, suitable for large datasets.
- Varrays: Fixed-size arrays, useful when the size is known and small.
Best Practices:
- Use collections to minimize context switches.

- Leverage bulk processing features for performance.

Advanced Features and Enhancements in Oracle 12c PL/SQL

Oracle 12c introduces several advanced features that elevate PL/SQL programming:
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1. Multitenant Architecture and PDBs

- Enables container databases ("CDB") with multiple pluggable databases ("PDBs").

- Supports schema-level isolation.

- Developers can create and manage PL/SQL code within individual PDBs, enhancing scalability.
2. In-Memory Enhancements

- Integration with Oracle Database In-Memory allows for faster query processing.

- PL/SQL code can leverage in-memory optimization techniques.
3. JSON Support and Web Integration

- Native JSON data type support simplifies working with web applications.

- PL/SQL packages can manipulate JSON data directly, facilitating REST API development.
4. Improved Security and Auditing

- Features like Database Vault and Transparent Data Encryption (TDE) enhance data security.
- Fine-grained auditing allows monitoring of PL/SQL executions.

Real-World Use Cases of PL/SQL in Oracle 12c
1. Business Logic Encapsulation

Organizations embed complex business rules within stored procedures and functions, ensuring
consistency across applications.

2. Data Validation and Integrity
Triggers and constraints enforce data quality, reducing errors and manual interventions.
3. Batch Processing and Data Migration

Bulk operations in PL/SQL streamline large data loads and migrations, crucial during system
upgrades or consolidations.
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4. Automation and Scheduling

PL/SQL scripts integrated with Oracle Scheduler automate routine tasks like report generation or
data cleanup.

Integration with Other Technologies

Oracle 12c's PL/SQL integrates seamlessly with:

- Java: via JDBC and Java stored procedures.

- Web Technologies: through RESTful services and embedded PL/SQL.

- Oracle Application Express (APEX): enabling rapid web app development with embedded
PL/SQL code.

- External Tools: like SQL Developer and TOAD for development, debugging, and performance
tuning.

Performance Tuning and Optimization Tips

Efficient PL/SQL code is vital for enterprise agility:

- Use bind variables to reduce parsing overhead.

- Leverage bulk processing for large data sets.

- Analyze execution plans to identify bottlenecks.

- Avoid unnecessary context switches between SQL and PL/SQL.
- Utilize Oracle's built-in profiling tools.

Conclusion: The Strategic Value of PL/SQL in Oracle 12c

Oracle Database 12c's PL/SQL is a robust, versatile programming language that remains central to
enterprise database development. Its rich feature set, combined with enhancements tailored for
cloud, security, and performance, empowers developers and DBAs to create scalable, secure, and
high-performance applications.

Mastering PL/SQL in Oracle 12c unlocks the full potential of Oracle's database platform, enabling
organizations to streamline operations, enforce business logic consistently, and adapt swiftly to
evolving technological demands. Whether developing complex stored procedures, automating tasks,
or integrating with modern web applications, PL/SQL remains an indispensable tool in the Oracle
ecosystem.
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In summary, Oracle Database 12c¢'s PL/SQL programming combines the power of structured,
procedural logic with the efficiency of integrated database features. Its ongoing evolution ensures it
remains relevant, scalable, and aligned with contemporary enterprise needs, making it a critical skill
for Oracle developers and administrators alike.

QuestionAnswer What are the key features of Oracle Database 12c PL/SQL programming?
Oracle Database 12c PL/SQL offers features like improved performance with adaptive execution
plans, support for multitenant architecture, enhanced security, and new programming constructs
such as JSON data handling and improved bulk processing capabilities. How does multitenant
architecture in Oracle 12c affect PL/SQL development? Multitenant architecture allows managing
multiple pluggable databases within a container database, enabling developers to write PL/SQL
code that can operate across tenants with minimal changes, improving scalability and isolation.
What are best practices for optimizing PL/SQL code in Oracle 12c? Best practices include using
bulk processing with FORALL and BULK COLLECT, avoiding unnecessary context switches,
utilizing native compilation, leveraging optimizer hints, and ensuring proper exception handling for
better performance. How can | implement JSON data handling in Oracle 12c PL/SQL? Oracle 12c
introduces JSON support through built-in functions like JSON_OBJECT, JSON_TABLE, and
JSON_VALUE, allowing PL/SQL developers to parse, generate, and manipulate JSON data
efficiently within the database. What new features in PL/SQL improve security in Oracle 12c? Oracle
12c enhances security with features like data encryption, fine-grained access control, and the use of
virtual private databases (VPD), which developers can leverage within PL/SQL to implement secure
data access policies. How do | handle exception management effectively in Oracle 12c PL/SQL?
Effective exception management involves using specific exception handlers, logging errors
appropriately, and utilizing features like autonomous transactions for error logging without affecting
main transactions. What are common debugging tools for PL/SQL development in Oracle 12c?
Common debugging tools include SQL Developer's debugger, DBMS_OUTPUT.PUT_LINE for
debugging output, and third-party tools that support PL/SQL debugging and profiling to optimize
code performance. Can | use object-oriented programming features in Oracle 12c PL/SQL? Yes,
Oracle 12c supports object-oriented features such as object types, inheritance, and methods in
PL/SQL, enabling more modular and reusable code design. What are the best ways to migrate
existing PL/SQL code to Oracle 12c¢? Migration involves reviewing code for deprecated features,
testing compatibility with new JSON and multitenant features, using Oracle SQL Developer's
migration tools, and thoroughly testing in a development environment before deployment.

Related keywords: Oracle Database 12c, PL/SQL, SQL Developer, Stored Procedures, Functions,
Triggers, Cursors, Exception Handling, Data Types, Performance Tuning

oracle database 12c new features oracle press
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oracle database 12c new features oracle press has become a pivotal topic for database
administrators, developers, and IT professionals aiming to leverage the latest advancements in
Oracle's flagship database platform. Oracle Database 12c, released in 2013, introduced numerous
innovative features designed to enhance performance, scalability, security, and manageability. This
article explores these new features comprehensively, providing insights into how they can transform
enterprise database environments.

Introduction to Oracle Database 12c

Oracle Database 12c, where "c" stands for "Cloud," marks a significant shift towards cloud
computing and multi-tenant architecture. It provides a robust platform for deploying, managing, and
scaling databases efficiently in both on-premises and cloud environments. The key focus of this
release is on simplifying database management, improving resource utilization, and increasing
flexibility for modern applications.

Key New Features in Oracle Database 12c

Oracle Database 12c encompasses several groundbreaking features. These can be broadly
categorized into architecture enhancements, performance improvements, security enhancements,
and management tools.

Multitenant Architecture (Container and Pluggable Databases)

One of the most revolutionary features of Oracle Database 12c is the introduction of the multitenant
architecture, which allows multiple pluggable databases (PDBs) within a single container database
(CDB).

- Container Database (CDB): Serves as a root system container managing common metadata
and resources.

- Pluggable Databases (PDBs): Self-contained databases that can be plugged into or
unplugged from a CDB, facilitating easier database consolidation, provisioning, and upgrade
processes.

Benefits:

- Simplified management of multiple databases.
- Reduced resource consumption.

- Easier application provisioning and migration.
- Enhanced security through isolation.



ORACLE DATABASE 12C RELEASE 2 MULTITENANT (ORACLE PRESS) Manual Vol. 2023, Issue 1

Enhanced Performance Features

Oracle 12c introduces various performance optimizations:

- In-Memory Column Store: Allows data to be stored in memory in a columnar format,
accelerating analytical queries significantly.

- Adaptive Query Optimization: Uses runtime statistics to better optimize query execution plans
dynamically.

- Real-Time Materialized Views: Enables fast refreshes, making data warehousing and reporting
more efficient.

- Improved Indexing: Introduction of invisible indexes and automatic index management to
optimize query performance without impacting DML operations.

Security Enhancements

Security remains a critical aspect of database management. Oracle 12c introduces several features
to strengthen data protection:

- Data Redaction: Masks sensitive data in query results to prevent unauthorized access.

- Enhanced Transparent Data Encryption (TDE): Facilitates easier encryption management for
data-at-rest.

- Unified Auditing: Consolidates audit data for simplified compliance and analysis.

- Privilege Analysis: Identifies unused privileges, reducing attack surfaces.

Management and Automation Features

To streamline database administration, Oracle 12c offers advanced management tools:

- Automatic Data Optimization (ADO): Automates data lifecycle management, including
compression and movement based on usage patterns.

- Cloud Control and Enterprise Manager Enhancements: Provides centralized monitoring,
diagnostics, and automation capabilities.

- Online Migration and Patching: Enables database upgrades and patches with minimal
downtime.

Oracle Database 12¢c New Features in Detalil

Multitenant Architecture: A Game-Changer
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The multitenant architecture fundamentally changes how databases are deployed and maintained. It
simplifies consolidation strategies by allowing multiple PDBs to run within a single CDB, sharing
common memory and background processes.
Advantages:

- Rapid provisioning of new databases.

- Easier upgrades and patches across multiple databases.

- Reduced hardware footprint and licensing costs.

- Seamless migration and cloning of databases.
Implementation Considerations:

- Compatibility with existing applications.

- Licensing implications, as multitenant is an additional feature.

- Management tools and best practices to handle multi-tenant environments.

In-Memory Column Store for Accelerated Analytics

This feature leverages in-memory technology to store data in a columnar format, drastically
improving query response times for analytical workloads.

Key Benefits:

- Real-time analytics.

- Reduced CPU and I/O consumption.

- Compatibility with existing SQL queries, minimizing application changes.
Implementation Tips:

- Identify high-demand tables for in-memory optimization.

- Balance in-memory size with available hardware resources.

- Monitor in-memory statistics to optimize performance.

Advanced Security Features

Security enhancements in Oracle 12c address the increasing need for data privacy and compliance:
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- Data Redaction: Provides dynamic data masking, which is crucial in scenarios where sensitive
data should not be exposed, such as in reporting or third-party access.

- Unified Auditing: Simplifies audit trail management by consolidating audit data across the
database.

- Enhanced TDE: Supports transparent encryption of data files, backups, and network
communications.

Best Practices:
- Regularly review audit logs.

- Implement data redaction policies for sensitive columns.
- Keep encryption keys secure and compliant with organizational policies.

Managing Oracle Database 12c

Effective management is vital for maximizing the benefits of new features:

Oracle Enterprise Manager (OEM) Enhancements

OEM provides a centralized platform for managing Oracle databases, and in 12c, it includes:
- Automated performance diagnostics.
- Cloud management features for provisioning and patching.
- Advanced monitoring capabilities for multi-tenant environments.

Automation with Oracle Data Guard and RMAN

Oracle 12c enhances disaster recovery and backup management with:

- Simplified Data Guard configurations.
- Fast incremental backups.
- Automated maintenance tasks.

Conclusion: Embracing the Future with Oracle Database 12c

Oracle Database 12c's new features mark a significant evolution in database technology,
emphasizing cloud readiness, security, performance, and manageability. The multitenant
architecture alone revolutionizes database consolidation and provisioning, enabling organizations to
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reduce costs and increase agility. The in-memory column store accelerates analytics, supporting
modern data-driven decision-making.

Security features like data redaction and unified auditing help organizations meet compliance
requirements with ease. Meanwhile, management tools and automation capabilities reduce
administrative burdens, allowing DBASs to focus on strategic initiatives.

For organizations seeking to stay ahead in the competitive landscape, understanding and adopting
Oracle Database 12c's new features is essential. Whether deploying on-premises or in the cloud,
these enhancements provide a robust foundation for modern enterprise applications.

Further Reading and Resources:

- Oracle Press Publications on Oracle Database 12c.

- Official Oracle Documentation.

- Oracle Learning Library tutorials and webinars.

- Community forums and user groups for shared experiences and best practices.

By leveraging these new features effectively, businesses can achieve higher performance,
enhanced security, and greater operational efficiency, ensuring their database infrastructure is
prepared for future challenges.

oracle database 12c new features oracle press

Oracle Database 12c marked a significant milestone in the evolution of Oracle?s flagship database
management system, introducing a host of innovative features designed to enhance performance,
scalability, security, and manageability. As organizations increasingly adopt cloud computing and big
data strategies, Oracle 12c?s new capabilities aim to streamline database operations while
empowering developers and administrators with advanced tools. This article explores the most
notable features of Oracle Database 12c as highlighted by Oracle Press, providing a comprehensive
yet accessible overview for IT professionals, database administrators, and technology enthusiasts
eager to understand what sets this version apart.

Introduction to Oracle Database 12c

Oracle Database 12c, released in 2013, stands for "Cloud," reflecting Oracle?s strategic shift toward
cloud-native architectures and multi-tenant environments. It builds upon the robust foundation of
previous Oracle databases while introducing features tailored to meet the demands of modern data
workloads. The "c" in 12c emphasizes its focus on cloud computing, enabling organizations to
deploy, manage, and scale databases more efficiently in the cloud or on-premises.
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The overarching goal of Oracle 12c is to provide a flexible, scalable, and secure platform capable of
supporting diverse applications, ranging from transactional systems to data warehouses. Its new
features facilitate better resource utilization, simplified management, and enhanced data security?all
critical in today?s fast-paced digital landscape.

Key New Features of Oracle Database 12c

Oracle Press emphasizes several core areas where 12c introduces groundbreaking features. These
include the multitenant architecture, enhancements in performance, security improvements, and
advanced data management capabilities.

Multitenant Architecture: The Core Innovation

What is Multitenant Architecture?

One of the most transformative features introduced in Oracle 12c is the multitenant architecture.
This architecture allows a single container database (CDB) to host multiple pluggable databases

(PDBs), effectively enabling a multi-tenant environment within a single database instance.

Benefits of Multitenant Architecture

- Simplified Consolidation: Multiple databases can coexist within a single container, reducing
hardware costs and simplifying management.

- Improved Resource Utilization: PDBs share the same memory and background processes,
optimizing resource use.

- Rapid Provisioning: New databases can be created quickly by plugging in pre-configured PDBs.

- Enhanced Manageability: PDBs can be unplugged, plugged, or cloned independently,
streamlining database operations.

Practical Implications

For organizations managing numerous databases?such as SaaS providers or large enterprises?the
multitenant architecture significantly reduces administrative overhead. It facilitates easier patching,
upgrades, and backups at the container level rather than individual databases.

Performance and Scalability Enhancements

In-Memory Column Store

Oracle 12c introduces the Database In-Memory option, which enables the database to store data in
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a columnar format alongside traditional row-based storage. This dual-format approach accelerates
analytical queries and mixed workloads.

Key features include:

- Real-time analytics: Data is available in-memory for rapid query execution.

- Selective column caching: Administrators can specify which tables or columns are stored
in-memory.

- Compatibility: Works seamlessly with existing applications without requiring significant changes.
Adaptive Query Optimization
Oracle 12c enhances its optimizer with adaptive capabilities that adjust execution plans during

runtime based on real-time statistics. This results in:

- More efficient query plans
- Reduced need for manual tuning
- Improved performance for complex queries

Partitioning Enhancements
Partitioning in Oracle 12c is more flexible, allowing:

- Interval Partitioning: Automates the creation of new partitions based on time or other ranges,
ideal for data warehouses.

- Reference Partitioning: Maintains data integrity across related tables.

- Partition Maintenance: Simplifies operations like moving or dropping partitions without affecting
the entire database.

Security Improvements

Security remains paramount, especially with the increase in cyber threats. Oracle 12c introduces
several features to bolster data protection:

Transparent Data Encryption (TDE)

Enhanced in 12c, TDE allows encryption of data at rest, protecting sensitive information from
unauthorized access. Improvements include:
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- Key Management: Integration with Oracle Wallet and hardware security modules (HSMs).
- Tablespace Encryption: Encrypt entire tablespaces effortlessly.
- Column Encryption: Fine-grained encryption for specific columns.
Privilege and Role Management
Oracle 12c simplifies privilege management with:
- Role Hierarchies: Create nested roles for better access control.
- Unified Auditing: Centralized auditing system for tracking database activities, aiding compliance.

Data Redaction

Dynamic data redaction enables sensitive data to be masked in query results, reducing the risk of
exposure during user interactions or application development.

Data Management and Integration Features
JSON Support
With the rise of web and mobile applications, Oracle 12c¢ introduces native support for JSON data

types, enabling:

- Efficient storage and retrieval of JSON documents.

- SQL functions for querying JSON data.

- Integration with existing relational data.
Enhanced Data Pump and Recovery
Oracle 12c improves data export/import tools, making data movement more efficient. Features
include:

- Partition-wise Data Pump: Allows parallel processing of individual partitions.

- Online Data Movement: Enables data operations without downtime.

In-Memory Analytics

Coupled with the in-memory column store, Oracle 12c enhances analytics by allowing:
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- Real-time data analysis
- Complex aggregations and joins executed swiftly

Cloud and Deployment Features
Cloud-Ready Architecture

Oracle 12c is optimized for deployment in cloud environments, supporting:

- Private, public, and hybrid clouds
- Oracle Cloud Infrastructure integration
- Containerization and virtualization support

Flexibility in Deployment

- Automatic Storage Management (ASM): Simplifies storage provisioning.
- Data Guard and Recovery Options: Enable high availability and disaster recovery.
- In-Memory Cloud Service: Provides on-demand in-memory capabilities in the cloud.

Management and Monitoring Tools

Oracle 12c introduces advanced tools to simplify database administration:

- Oracle Management Cloud: A comprehensive suite for monitoring, analytics, and automation.

- Automatic Indexing: The database automatically creates, drops, or modifies indexes based on
workload patterns, reducing manual intervention.

- Enhanced Diagnostics: Improved diagnostics and health checks facilitate proactive
maintenance.

Conclusion: Embracing the Future with Oracle 12c

Oracle Database 12c?s new features, as highlighted by Oracle Press, demonstrate Oracle?s
commitment to addressing the complex needs of modern data management. From its innovative
multitenant architecture to advanced security and performance enhancements, 12c equips
organizations with a versatile, scalable, and secure platform. As enterprises navigate an increasingly
cloud-centric world, Oracle 12c¢c?s capabilities enable them to innovate faster, manage data more
efficiently, and ensure security and compliance.
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Adopting Oracle 12c requires careful planning and understanding of its features, but the
benefits?cost savings, agility, and robust performance?make it a compelling upgrade. Whether
deployed on-premises or in the cloud, Oracle Database 12c stands as a powerful tool in the
data-driven era, paving the way for smarter, more resilient enterprise systems.

Final Thoughts

The evolution of Oracle Database through version 12c¢ underscores the shifting landscape of data
management technology. Its focus on cloud readiness, security, and performance optimization
reflects industry trends and organizational needs. For IT professionals and decision-makers,
mastering these new features opens opportunities to leverage the full potential of Oracle?s
database solutions, driving innovation and competitive advantage in their respective fields.

QuestionAnswer What are the key new features introduced in Oracle Database 12c as
highlighted by Oracle Press? Oracle Database 12c introduces features like multitenant architecture,
enhanced security with data masking and redaction, improved performance with in-memory
capabilities, and advanced automation tools, all detailed extensively in Oracle Press publications.
How does the multitenant architecture in Oracle 12c¢ benefit database management? The
multitenant architecture allows you to manage multiple pluggable databases within a single
container database, simplifying consolidation, provisioning, and maintenance, which is
comprehensively covered in Oracle Press resources. What new security features are available in
Oracle Database 12c? Oracle 12c introduces advanced security features such as data redaction,
privilege analysis, and enhanced encryption options, enabling better data protection and
compliance, as detailed in Oracle Press guides. Can you explain the in-memory capabilities of
Oracle Database 12c? Yes, Oracle 12c's in-memory feature accelerates analytics and transactional
processing by allowing data to be stored in a columnar format in memory, significantly boosting
performance, with detailed implementation steps available in Oracle Press publications. What
automation features does Oracle Database 12c provide for DBAs? Oracle 12c offers automated
maintenance tasks, such as automated data patching, tuning, and health checks, reducing manual
effort and errors, with comprehensive guidance provided by Oracle Press. How does Oracle Press
cover the new features of Oracle Database 12c for learners and professionals? Oracle Press
provides detailed books, tutorials, and best practice guides that cover all new features of Oracle
12c, including practical examples and deployment strategies for both beginners and experienced
professionals. Are there any enhancements in Oracle Data Pump and SQL Developer in Oracle
12c? Yes, Oracle 12c includes improvements in Data Pump for faster data export/import and new
features in SQL Developer for better database management and development, as documented in
Oracle Press publications.

Related keywords: Oracle Database 12c, new features, Oracle Press, pluggable databases,
multitenant architecture, data redaction, online table redefinition, invisible columns, JSON support,
edition-based redefinition, security enhancements
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Oracle 12c New Features

Understanding Oracle 12c New Features: A Comprehensive Overview

oracle 12c new features have significantly transformed the landscape of database management
systems, offering enhanced performance, scalability, security, and ease of use. Released by Oracle
Corporation, Oracle 12c (where 'c' stands for 'Cloud’) introduces a suite of innovations designed to
meet the evolving needs of modern enterprise environments. This article delves into the most
notable features of Oracle 12c, exploring how they empower organizations to optimize their
database operations and streamline their cloud initiatives.

Introduction to Oracle 12c

Oracle 12c, launched in 2013, marked a pivotal shift in Oracle's database technology, emphasizing
cloud computing and multi-tenancy. The platform's architecture was fundamentally redesigned to
support cloud deployment models, making it more flexible and scalable than its predecessors. The
new features in Oracle 12c¢ aim to simplify database management, improve performance, bolster
security, and facilitate easier migration to the cloud.

Key New Features of Oracle 12¢

The most prominent enhancements introduced in Oracle 12c can be categorized into several core
areas:

- Multitenant Architecture

- Enhanced Performance Features

- Improved Security Capabilities

- Advanced Data Management

- Better Cloud Integration and Management
- Simplified Administration and Development

Let's explore each of these categories in detail.

Multitenant Architecture

One of the flagship features of Oracle 12c is the introduction of the Multitenant architecture, which
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allows a single database to host multiple pluggable databases (PDBs). This innovation simplifies
database consolidation, provisioning, and management.

What is Multitenant Architecture?

The multitenant architecture enables a container database (CDB) to hold multiple user-created
pluggable databases. Each PDB appears as a separate database but shares the same memory and
background processes of the CDB. This setup offers:

- Easier database consolidation

- Rapid provisioning of new databases
- Simplified patching and upgrades

- Improved resource utilization

Benefits of Multitenant Architecture

Implementing multitenancy provides several advantages:

- Cost Savings: Reduced hardware and licensing costs by consolidating multiple databases.
- Operational Efficiency: Simplified backup, recovery, and patching processes.

- Enhanced Security: Isolation between PDBs ensures security and data separation.

- Cloud Readiness: Facilitates cloud deployment models smoothly.

Enhanced Performance Features

Oracle 12c introduces multiple performance-oriented enhancements to improve database
responsiveness and throughput.

In-Memory Column Store

This feature allows data to be stored in memory in a columnar format, significantly accelerating
analytical queries.

- Benefits:

- Faster query response times

- Real-time analytics

- Reduced CPU and I/O bottlenecks
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Adaptive Query Optimization
Oracle 12c enhances the optimizer with adaptive features, enabling it to adjust execution plans

dynamically based on runtime statistics.

- Features include:

- Adaptive plans that change during execution
- Improved cardinality estimation

- Better handling of complex queries

Automatic Data Optimization (ADO)
ADO automates data management by dynamically compressing and moving data based on usage

patterns.

- Advantages:

- Space savings

- Improved performance

- Reduced administrative overhead

Improved Security Capabilities

Security features are vital for safeguarding sensitive data. Oracle 12c introduces several security
enhancements.

Enhanced Transparent Data Encryption (TDE)
TDE now supports tablespaces and pluggable databases, providing stronger encryption options.
Data Redaction

This feature allows masking sensitive data in query results, useful in development, testing, or
reporting environments.

Unified Audit Framework

Oracle 12c consolidates audit records into a centralized repository, simplifying compliance and
security monitoring.
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Oracle Database Vault

Provides fine-grained access control, enabling administrators to restrict privileged user activities
effectively.

Advanced Data Management Features
Oracle 12c introduces functionalities that enhance data handling and processing.
JSON Support

Native JSON data type and functions allow seamless storage and retrieval of JSON documents.

- Use Cases:

- Web applications

- NoSQL-like data storage

- Flexible schema management

Enhanced Partitioning

Partitioning strategies are expanded, including interval and reference partitioning, to manage large
datasets efficiently.

Data Movement and Data Guard Enhancements

Features like Active Data Guard support enable real-time disaster recovery, data replication, and
offloading queries to standby databases.

Better Cloud Integration and Management

Oracle 12c is designed for cloud environments, providing tools and features that simplify cloud
deployment and management.

Cloud-Friendly Features
- Multitenant architecture simplifies database provisioning in cloud environments.

- Integration with Oracle Cloud Infrastructure (OCI) for seamless deployment.
- Support for Oracle's Database Cloud Service offerings.
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Enterprise Manager Enhancements

Oracle Enterprise Manager 12c offers improved dashboarding, automation, and monitoring tools
tailored for cloud and hybrid environments.

Simplified Administration and Development

Ease of use and developer productivity are prioritized through new tools and features.
SQL Developer and PL/SQL Enhancements

Enhanced IDE features streamline development, debugging, and deployment.
Automatic Indexing

Oracle 12c can automatically create, rebuild, or drop indexes based on workload patterns,
optimizing performance without manual intervention.

Online Operations

Many administrative tasks, such as patching, upgrading, or reorganization, can now be performed
online, minimizing downtime.

Summary of Key Oracle 12c New Features
| Feature | Description | Benefits |
|-=[--|---]

| Multitenant Architecture | Multiple PDBs within a CDB | Simplifies consolidation, management, and
cloud readiness |

| In-Memory Column Store | Accelerates analytics | Faster query performance |

| Adaptive Query Optimization | Dynamic execution plans | Improved query efficiency |

| JISON Support | Native JSON data handling | Flexibility for web and NoSQL applications |

| Data Redaction & Security | Masking and encryption | Enhanced data security and compliance |

| Advanced Partitioning | Better data organization | Improved manageability and performance |
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| Cloud Integration | Seamless deployment | Simplifies cloud adoption |

| Online Maintenance | Zero-downtime operations | Increased system availability |

Conclusion

Oracle 12c's new features mark a significant advancement in database technology, focusing on
cloud computing, security, performance, and ease of management. The multitenant architecture
alone addresses many enterprise needs for consolidation and agility, while enhancements like
in-memory processing and JSON support open new avenues for application development and data
analysis. Organizations leveraging Oracle 12c can expect not only improved operational efficiency
but also a robust foundation for future growth and innovation. As the database landscape continues
to evolve, Oracle 12c's comprehensive suite of features ensures that enterprises are well-equipped
to meet emerging challenges and opportunities.

Final Thoughts

Adopting Oracle 12c's new features requires careful planning and understanding of your specific
business needs. Whether it's consolidating multiple databases into a multitenant architecture,
enhancing security protocols, or leveraging in-memory capabilities for analytics, organizations
should evaluate these features' strategic value. Training and skill development for DBAs and
developers will further maximize the benefits derived from Oracle 12c¢ innovations. Staying ahead in
the competitive landscape involves embracing such technological advances, and Oracle 12c
provides a powerful toolkit to do just that.

Oracle 12c New Features have significantly transformed the landscape of database management,
offering enhanced performance, increased scalability, and innovative tools that streamline
operations. As organizations increasingly rely on data-driven insights, Oracle 12c has positioned
itself as a robust platform capable of meeting modern enterprise demands. This comprehensive
review delves into the key new features introduced in Oracle 12c, exploring their functionalities,
benefits, and potential drawbacks to provide a clear understanding of how this release elevates
database management.

Introduction to Oracle 12c

Oracle Database 12c, released in 2013, marked a pivotal shift in Oracle's database architecture with
its emphasis on cloud computing and multitenant architecture. The "c" in 12c signifies "cloud,"
highlighting Oracle's strategic move towards cloud-ready solutions. The core philosophy behind 12c
is to simplify database consolidation, improve resource utilization, and offer flexible deployment
options. The introduction of new features aims to provide database administrators and developers
with more powerful tools to optimize performance, manage large datasets efficiently, and enhance
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security.

Key New Features in Oracle 12c
1. Multitenant Architecture (Container and Pluggable Databases)
One of the most groundbreaking features in Oracle 12c is the Multitenant Architecture, which
introduces the concept of a Container Database (CDB) containing multiple Pluggable Databases
(PDBs).
Features & Benefits:

- Simplifies database consolidation, allowing multiple databases to run within a single container
environment.

- Eases provisioning and management of databases.

- Facilitates rapid cloning, backup, and recovery operations at the container level.

- Improves resource utilization and reduces hardware costs.
Pros:

- Streamlines database administration across multiple databases.

- Enhances agility in deploying new databases.

- Supports cloud migration strategies effectively.
Cons:

- Adds complexity to database management for organizations unfamiliar with multitenant
architecture.

- Potential performance overhead if not properly managed.
Use Cases:

- Data centers hosting multiple applications.

- Software as a Service (SaaS) providers managing humerous customer databases.

2. Enhanced Partitioning Capabilities
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Oracle 12c introduces advanced partitioning features that improve data management and query
performance.

Features & Benefits:

- Interval Partitioning: Automates the creation of new partitions based on specified interval values,
reducing manual intervention.

- In-Database Archiving: Enables archiving data within partitions, improving data lifecycle
management.

- Hybrid Partitioning: Combines different partitioning methods for optimized data distribution.
Pros:

- Simplifies management of large tables.

- Enhances query performance through partition pruning.

- Facilitates easier data archiving and purging.
Cons:

- Requires careful planning to maximize benefits.

- Increased complexity might pose a learning curve for new DBAs.
Use Cases:

- Managing large transactional datasets.

- Data warehousing scenarios requiring efficient data retrieval.

3. Automatic Data Optimization (ADO)

Oracle 12c emphasizes intelligent data management through Automatic Data Optimization, a feature
that automates data movement and compression based on usage patterns.

Features & Benefits:

- Uses Heat Map and Automatic Data Optimization policies to identify infrequently accessed data.
- Moves cold data to cheaper, compressed storage tiers.
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- Implements advanced compression techniques to reduce storage costs.
Pros:

- Optimizes storage utilization.

- Improves overall database performance.

- Minimizes manual intervention in data maintenance.
Cons:

- Requires initial setup and tuning.

- Potential impact on performance if policies are misconfigured.

Use Cases:

- Data warehouses with historical data.

- Organizations looking to reduce storage costs without sacrificing performance.

4. Enhanced Security Features

Vol. 2023, Issue 1

Security enhancements in Oracle 12c focus on protecting sensitive data and ensuring compliance.

Features & Benefits:

- Data Redaction: Allows masking sensitive data dynamically in query results to prevent

unauthorized access.

- Real Application Security (RAS): Provides fine-grained access control and auditing capabilities.

- Enhanced Transparent Data Encryption (TDE): Supports column-level encryption.

Pros:

- Strengthens data security and compliance.
- Reduces risk of data breaches.
- Provides flexible security policies.

Cons:
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- Additional configuration complexity.
- Slight performance overhead due to encryption and redaction processes.

Use Cases:
- Financial institutions handling sensitive customer data.
- Enterprises subject to strict data privacy regulations.
5. Improved In-Memory Capabilities

Oracle 12c introduces significant enhancements to its In-Memory feature, designed for real-time
analytics.

Features & Benefits:

- In-Memory Column Store integrated into the database.

- Supports hybrid columnar compression.

- Seamless integration with existing OLTP workloads.
Pros:

- Accelerates analytic queries by orders of magnitude.

- Enables real-time business insights.

- Reduces the need for separate data warehousing solutions.
Cons:

- Additional licensing costs.

- Increased memory requirements.
Use Cases:

- Business intelligence and reporting.

- Real-time analytics for operational dashboards.

6. Enhanced XML and JSON Support
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Oracle 12c expands its capabilities for handling semi-structured data formats like XML and JSON.
Features & Benefits:

- Native support for JSON data types and functions.

- Improved XML indexing and querying.

- Support for RESTful web services directly within the database.
Pros:

- Simplifies application development involving web data.

- Improves performance for XML/JSON data processing.

- Facilitates integration with modern web applications.
Cons:

- Slightly increased complexity in schema management.

- Requires familiarity with new data types and functions.
Use Cases:

- Web and mobile applications leveraging JSON APIs.

- Data integration scenarios involving semi-structured data.

7. Improved Data Pump and Backup Features

Data migration and backup are critical aspects of database administration, and Oracle 12c
enhances these functionalities.

Features & Benefits:
- Data Pump Enhancements: Faster data export/import with parallel processing.
- Online Datafile Move: Enables moving datafiles while the database remains operational.

- Backup Compression: Reduces storage of backup files.

Pros:
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- Faster data migration and recovery.
- Reduced downtime during maintenance.
- Cost savings on storage.

Cons:

- Increased resource usage during parallel operations.
- Need for careful planning to avoid performance bottlenecks.

Use Cases:

- Large-scale database upgrades.
- High availability requirements requiring minimal downtime.

Conclusion

Oracle 12c's new features represent a significant leap forward in database technology, emphasizing
cloud readiness, automation, security, and performance optimization. The multitenant architecture
alone revolutionizes how organizations manage multiple databases, providing a scalable and
cost-effective solution. Enhanced partitioning, data optimization, and in-memory capabilities further
empower enterprises to handle vast datasets efficiently and extract real-time insights. Security
enhancements ensure data integrity and compliance, which are crucial in today's regulatory
landscape. Meanwhile, improved support for semi-structured data formats and backup operations
streamline development and administrative tasks.

While these features offer numerous advantages, they also introduce complexity that organizations
must manage carefully. Proper planning, training, and tuning are essential to harness the full
potential of Oracle 12c's innovations. Overall, Oracle 12c's new features position it as a versatile,
powerful platform suitable for a wide range of enterprise applications, from traditional OLTP systems
to modern data analytics and cloud solutions. As businesses continue to evolve in the digital age,
Oracle 12c's capabilities make it a compelling choice for organizations aiming to stay ahead in data
management and innovation.

QuestionAnswer What are the key new features introduced in Oracle 12¢? Oracle 12c introduced
features such as Multitenant Architecture, In-Memory Column Store, Automatic Data Optimization,
Enhanced Partitioning, and Advanced Security options, among others. How does the Multitenant
Architecture in Oracle 12c improve database management? The Multitenant Architecture allows a
single container database (CDB) to host multiple pluggable databases (PDBs), simplifying
consolidation, management, and provisioning of databases. What is Oracle 12c's In-Memory
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Column Store, and how does it boost performance? The In-Memory Column Store enables real-time
analytics by storing data in a columnar format in memory, significantly accelerating query
performance for analytical workloads. Can you explain the new Automatic Data Optimization feature
in Oracle 12c? Automatic Data Optimization automatically compresses and moves data based on
usage patterns, optimizing storage and performance without manual intervention. What
improvements have been made to partitioning in Oracle 12c¢? Oracle 12c offers advanced
partitioning options such as interval partitioning, reference partitioning, and global partitioning,
allowing for easier management and improved query performance. How does Oracle 12¢ enhance
security features compared to previous versions? Oracle 12c introduces features like Unified
Auditing, Data Redaction, and enhanced Transparent Data Encryption (TDE) to provide stronger
security and compliance capabilities. What is the significance of the new JSON support in Oracle
12c? Oracle 12c provides native JSON data type support, enabling efficient storage, indexing, and
guerying of JSON documents within the database. How does Oracle 12c improve high availability
and disaster recovery? Features like Data Guard enhancements, Flashback Data Archive, and Real
Application Clusters (RAC) improvements help ensure high availability and easier disaster recovery
strategies. Are there any enhancements in Oracle 12c related to SQL and PL/SQL performance?
Yes, Oracle 12c introduces performance improvements such as enhanced optimizer features, new
SQL functions, and support for in-memory analytics, leading to faster query execution and better
PL/SQL performance.

Related keywords: Oracle 12c new features, Oracle 12c release notes, Oracle 12c architecture,

Oracle Multitenant, Oracle In-Memory, Oracle 12c¢ security enhancements, Oracle 12c performance
improvements, Oracle 12c SQL features, Oracle 12c partitioning, Oracle 12c automation
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